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BACKGROUND

The elections for the Board of Management of the Municipal Association of Victoria (MAV) are held each second year prior to the Annual Meeting of the Association. The Board consists of the President and twelve (12) other Members who are the representatives of the twelve regional groupings of councils.
The Chief Executive Officer determined that the elections would be conducted by postal ballot.
RETURNING OFFICER

The Association engaged RGR Election Services to conduct the elections and appointed Mr Ron Ritchie as Returning Officer. His experience as a Returning Officer is summarised in Attachment 1.
Mr Ritchie was responsible for the overall management of the ballot, including nominations, the provision of ballot material, receiving and validating votes, counting and declaring the result of the elections.
KEY DATES
Key dates fixed for the elections were as follows:

	Nominations open
	Monday, 10 January 2011

	Nominations close
	Thursday, 10 February 2011 (4pm)

	Draw for positions on ballot papers
	Thursday, 10 February 2011

	Mailout of ballot packs
	Wednesday, 16 February 2011

	ELECTION DAY (Close of voting)
	Friday, 4 March 2011 (4pm)

	Count and Declaration of result
	Friday, 4 March 2011


roll of voters

Each constituent member Council of the Association appoints a duly authorised representative under Rule 6. Councils were required to provide their appointments to the MAV by no less than four weeks prior to the date appointed by the Chief Executive Officer as Election Day.

These representatives comprise the State Council of the Association and are those entitled to vote for the election of the President. The representatives of each regional grouping are entitled to vote for their own regional board member.
There were 78 representatives entitled to vote.
NOMINATIONS
Nominations closed at 4pm on Thursday, 10 February 2011. Four (4) valid nominations were received for the position of President and twenty three (23) valid nominations were received for regional board positions. Four regional board positions were uncontested.

Shortly after the close of nominations on Thursday, 10 February in the presence of observers, the Returning Officer drew lots to determine each candidate’s position on the ballot papers. The results for the draw were as follows:
President
	Candidate
	Council

	ROWE, Jane
	East Gippsland Shire

	GOUGH, Geoffrey
	Manningham City

	McARTHUR, Bill
	Golden Plains Shire

	MATHER, Reid
	Buloke Shire


Regional Representatives
	Region
	Candidate
	Council

	Metropolitan Central
	GRECO, Gaetano
	Darebin City

	
	ERDOGAN, Enver
	Moreland City

	Metropolitan East*
	GOUGH, Geoffrey
	Manningham City

	Metropolitan South*
	LAKE, Geoff
	Monash City

	Metropolitan South East
	ULLIN, Claude
	Stonnington City

	
	LONG, James
	Bayside City

	
	ROSS, Coral
	Boroondara City

	Metropolitan West
	SIPEK, John
	Moonee Valley City

	
	ALTAIR, Angela
	Hobsons Bay City

	
	CLARKE, Michael
	Maribyrnong City

	Interface
	LALIOS, Mary
	Whittlesea City

	
	SPENCE, Ros
	Hume City

	Rural Gippsland
	ROWE, Jane
	East Gippsland Shire

	
	AMOS, Jeff
	Wellington Shire

	Rural North Central*
	FYFFE, Rod
	Greater Bendigo City

	Rural North East
	JOYCE, Peter
	Towong Shire

	
	MAHOOD, Lisa
	Wodonga City

	Rural North West
	NORTON, Gary
	Swan Hill Rural City

	
	MATHER, Reid
	Buloke Shire

	
	GAWITH, Michael
	Hindmarsh Shire


	Rural South Central
	CLARK, David
	Pyrenees Shire

	
	RICHARDS, Andy
	Greater Geelong City Council

	Rural South West*
	GALE, Ken
	Moyne Shire


* Uncontested

Italics: Candidate officially withdrawn after close of nominations

CANDIDATES’ STATEMENTS

Candidates were requested to provide a policy statement and photograph for publication with the ballot material to be sent to voters. These were to be received by the close of nominations.

All candidates provided statements and photos to the Returning Officer. The candidates’ statements and photos were printed in the order in which the candidates’ names appeared on the ballot papers. These were also placed on the MAV website.
GENERAL MAILOUT OF BALLOT MATERIALS

Ballot papers were printed on security background paper and the ballot packs were lodged with Australia Post on Wednesday, 16 February 2011 at 3.00pm. Each ballot pack contained:

· Instructions to voter

· Candidates’ statements for the election of President and, where appropriate, for the election of regional board members
· A ballot paper for the election of President and, where appropriate, a ballot paper for election of the regional representative
· A ballot paper envelope

· A reply-paid return addressed envelope

REPLACEMENT BALLOT MATERIAL

Arrangements were made for four representatives to receive replacement ballot materials who notified the Returning Officer that the material had been lost, destroyed, spoilt or had not been received. These were forwarded by Express Post.
RETURN OF VOTES

Votes were collected each day from the post office box maintained by the Returning Officer and validated against the list of MAV Representatives supplied by the MAV. The votes received each day commencing on Monday, 21 February and concluding on Friday, 4 March are shown in the following chart:
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In addition, five votes were lodged at the office of the Association; so that by the close of voting at 4pm on Friday, 4 March a total of 72 votes had been received.

COUNT

No votes were rejected because of lack of identification, etc. so that there were 72 valid votes.
The count of votes took place at the offices of the Association on Level 12, 60 Collins Street, Melbourne commencing at approximately 4.15 pm on Friday, 4 March 2011. Four scrutineers were appointed by candidates for various stages of the count. One scrutineer was appointed by a candidate in an uncontested election was not therefore admitted to the counting area.
The ballot paper envelopes were opened and the ballot papers extracted with the rear of the envelopes containing voters details face down to protect the privacy of each vote. The ballot papers for each election were then unfolded and sorted to their President or regional election.
The count for the position of President was conducted first. This is necessary in case the elected President is also a candidate for the region and that representative’s regional vote was required to be put aside in counting for the region. Two (2) ballot papers were informal. A preference distribution was not required since a candidate received a majority of formal first preference votes. The representative elected as President was not a candidate for the region.

The count for each of the regions was then conducted in alphabetical order of regions. In accordance with Rules 9 and 10 of Schedule 2, only the figure 1 opposite the name of a candidate was counted.

Details of the counts are shown at Attachment 2.
DECLARATION OF RESULT
The Returning Officer declared the results of the elections at approximately 5.15 pm on Friday, 4 March 2011 at the offices of the Municipal Association of Victoria. The candidates elected were:
President
	Candidate
	Council

	McARTHUR, Bill
	Golden Plains Shire


Regional Representatives
	Region
	Candidate
	Council

	Metropolitan Central
	GRECO, Gaetano
	Darebin City

	Metropolitan East
	GOUGH, Geoffrey
	Manningham City

	Metropolitan Southern
	LAKE, Geoff
	Monash City

	Metropolitan South East
	ROSS, Coral
	Boroondara City

	Metropolitan West
	SIPEK, John
	Moonee Valley City

	Interface
	LALIOS, Mary
	Whittlesea City

	Rural Gippsland
	AMOS, Jeff
	Wellington Shire

	Rural North Central
	FYFFE, Rod
	Greater Bendigo City

	Rural North East
	MAHOOD, Lisa
	Wodonga City

	Rural North West
	MATHER, Reid
	Buloke Shire

	Rural South Central
	CLARK, David
	Pyrenees Shire

	Rural South West
	GALE, Ken
	Moyne Shire


The Declaration Certificate is at Attachment 3.
STORAGE OF ELECTION MATERIAL
All used ballot material was sealed in a security box for destruction by the Returning Officer on the date of the next elections for the Board of the MAV.

acknowledgements

The Returning Officer appointed as an Assistant Returning Officer, Paul Rozario, of the MAV, who assisted in the smooth conduct of the elections.
ATTACHMENT 1
RETURNING OFFICER
RONALD G RITCHIE, M Admin, B Mech E, Dip Ed, FIEAust, MIMechE MACE

Principal Returning Officer

RGR Elections

 Background
Educated at Glenhuntly State Primary School and Caulfield Technical College completing Diploma of Mechanical Engineering in 1949

Completed Bachelor of Mechanical Engineering and Diploma of Education at University of Melbourne by 1953

Graduate apprenticeship at Metropolitan-Vickers Electrical Company, Manchester, UK 1954-1956

Taught at Footscray Technical College 1957-1959

Appointed to the Technical Schools Division administration, Education Department 1960

Director of Technical Education 1978-1981

Executive Director (Personnel & Resources) Ministry of Education 1982-1987

Various assignments with UNESCO and World Bank

Completed Master of Administration at Monash University 1974

Retired from Ministry of Education in 1987

Electoral Experience
Appointed Returning Officer for St Kilda, State elections 1988

Appointed Returning Officer for Monbulk, State elections 1992

Joined Victorian Electoral Commission as project officer full-time from 1994 with major assignments in preparing systems for conduct of Local Government Council elections (including preparing tenders and supervising a number of large metropolitan Council elections as account manager)

Appointed Returning Officer for Sunday Trading Poll conducted in Bendigo during 1998; supervised the Whitehorse Liquor Poll in 1999

Retired from Victorian Electoral Commission in 2000

Worked for Divisional Returning Officer, Federal Division of LaTrobe at all Federal elections since 1992

Project Manager, Call Centre Operations, Victorian Electoral Commission for State Election 2002-2003

Returning Officer, Brimbank City Council elections 2003

Election Manager for Burwood, Malvern and Oakleigh Districts, with responsibilities for the Southern Metropolitan Region, State Elections, 25 November 2006

Responsible for conducting many polls for enterprise agreements in government and business organisations

Currently Returning Officer for the Municipal Association of Victoria, Graduate Union of the University of Melbourne, RSPCA, Football Federation Victoria, Ukrainian Co-operative Society, Maribyrnong and Moonee Valley LLEN, Inner Northern LLEN, Hume Whittlesea LLEN committee elections, Sri Guru Nanak Satsang Sabha Temple, La Trobe University Student Guild, RMIT University Student Union Council Elections and several other community organisations

Contract Manager, Victorian Electoral Commission for the 2008 Local Government Council elections

Region Coordinator, Eastern Victoria Region for the 2010 State elections

attachment 2
Result Sheet President

No. of formal ballot papers: 70














  Majority for election: 36

No. of informal votes:
2


	Candidates’ Names  (
(in ballot paper order)
	ROWE
	McARTHUR
	MATHER
	TOTAL

	1st preference votes 
	15
	37
	18
	70

	Transfer of …... ballot papers of ……………….. (1st excluded candidate)
	N/R
	N/R
	N/R
	N/R

	FINAL TOTAL
	15
	37
	18
	70


ELECTED:

McARTHUR, Bill (by a majority of 1st preference votes)


Result Sheet Regions

METROPOLITAN CENTRAL
	Candidate (Ballot paper order)
	No. of Votes

	GRECO, Gaetano
	3

	ERDOGAN, Enver
	1

	Informal
	0

	TOTAL
	4


ELECTED:
GRECO, Gaetano


METROPOLITAN SOUTH EAST
	Candidate (Ballot paper order)
	No. of Votes

	ULLIN, Claude
	1

	LONG, James
	1

	ROSS, Coral
	3

	Informal
	0

	TOTAL
	5




  ELECTED:
ROSS, Coral


METROPOLITAN WEST
	Candidate (Ballot paper order)
	No. of Votes

	SIPEK, John
	4

	ALTAIR, Angela
	1

	CLARKE, Michael
	1

	Informal
	0

	TOTAL
	6




  ELECTED:
SIPEK, John


INTERFACE
	Candidate (Ballot paper order)
	No. of Votes

	LALIOS, Mary
	4

	SPENCE, Ros
	2

	Informal
	0

	TOTAL
	6


ELECTED:
LALIOS, Mary



RURAL GIPPSLAND
	Candidate (Ballot paper order)
	No. of Votes

	ROWE, Jane
	2

	AMOS, Jeff
	4

	Informal
	0

	TOTAL
	6


ELECTED:
AMOS, Jeff


RURAL NORTH EAST
	Candidate (Ballot paper order)
	No. of Votes

	JOYCE, Peter
	5

	MAHOOD, Lisa
	7

	Informal
	0

	TOTAL
	12


ELECTED:
MAHOOD, Lisa


RURAL NORTH WEST
	Candidate (Ballot paper order)
	No. of Votes

	NORTON, Gary
	2

	MATHER, Reid
	4

	GAWITH, Michael
	2

	Informal
	0

	TOTAL
	8




  ELECTED:
MATHER, Reid


RURAL SOUTH CENTRAL
	Candidate (Ballot paper order)
	No. of Votes

	CLARK, David
	4

	RICHARDS, Andy
	3

	Informal
	0

	TOTAL
	7


ELECTED:
CLARK, David


RGR Election Services

4 March 2011
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Declaration of Results

In accordance with the MAV Rules 2008 (Schedule 2), I hereby declare the following
candidates elected to the positions of President and of Board Member on the MAV Board as

follows:
President
Position Elected
President McARTHUR, Bill

Elected by a majority of 1% preference votes

Board members

Region Elected

Metropolitan Central GRECO, Gaetano

Elected by a majority of votes

Metropolitan East GOUGH, Geoffrey

Uncontested

Metropolitan Southern LAKE, Geoff

Uncontested

Metro. South East ROSS, Coral

Elected by a majority of votes

Metropolitan West SIPEK, John

Elected by a majority of votes

Interface LALIOS, Mary

Elected by a majority of votes

Rural Gippsland AMOS, Jeff

Elected by a majority of votes

Rural North Central FYFFE, Rod

Uncontested

Rural North East MAHOQD, Lisa

Elected by a majority of votes

Rural North West MATHER, Reid

Elected by a majority of votes

Rural South Central CLARK, David

Elected by a majority of votes

Rural South West GALE, Ken

Uncontested

/W ¢ Mk

Ronald G Ritchie
Returning Officer

4 March 2011
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