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WIN OR LOSE – HEAR CANDIDATES POSITIONS ONPOKIES
The Gaming Minister, Tony Robinson, Shadow Minister for Gaming Michael O’Brien, Colleen Hartland MP for the Greens, Peter Lake for Family First, John Kavanagh for DLP, Dr. Lorraine Beyer (Ind) & Stephen Mayne (Ind) will be given an opportunity to participate in a meaningful discussion with community representatives, rightly concerned about the ongoing status quo of little action to address harm through pokies.”
“We are very excited that all the candidates have taken time out of their very busy schedule to attend the only pre election public forum being held on the serious issue of pokies reform”, organiser Gabi Byrne said.
The ‘Putting Pokies on the Agenda’ Forum will be held on the 23rd November 2010, in the Cathedral room at the Cardinal Knox Centre, 383 Albert St. in East Melbourne from 9am -11am. 
“I am excited that close to 100 people from all over Victoria have registered to attend this forum, many travelling long distances to have their chance to voice their concerns”, Gabi said. 

Representatives from Local Governments, Universities, Community organisations, Problem Gambling Help services & many concerned community members will come together on Tuesday to demonstrate that Problem Gambling – especially Pokies are still a mayor concern to everybody and could decide the upcoming election.
“The cost of problem gambling to our communities is increasing, I think that we are getting close to tipping point – hopefully our politicians will hear this loud and clear at this forum”, Gabi said.
The public  forum has the backing of ‘No Pokies’ Senator Nick Xenophon & many other high profile Victorians  and is hosted by the CEO of World Vision Australia Tim Costello. “
“I think it is great that Tony Robinson, Michael O’Brien and all the other candidates are willing to put themselves in the spotlight and not hide away from being questioned about their responsibilities in regards to this very important issue,” Gabi said.  
# # #
More information or to schedule an interview with Gabi Byrne or other speakers, please call 0414 844 387  or e-mail gabi.byrne@freeyourself.com.au
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